Greater Ossipee Chamber of Commerce
January 7, 2003
Attendees: Bill Grover, Joe Costello, Frank Holmes, Henry Anderson, Rick Gagne, Jen Leiblein-Martel, and Joanna Harte

Guests: Paul Fulton - Telecom America
             Lee Spencer - Chocorua Village Campground
             Dana Crocker - Mount Madness

President Bill Grover called the meeting to order at 8:35 AM.

Paul Fulton from Telecom America presented his program for long distance telephone services.  He shared comparison rates with other carriers for interstate, intrastate and toll free numbers.  He would like to offer his services to members of the chamber and explained a program that would provide the chamber with a commission for each signed up member.  Following the presentation, the board discussed the benefits of changing carriers and agreed to change the info booth long distance carrier to the new service effective next month.  Frank will contact Sean at Conway Chamber as a reference as they currently use this carrier.  Bill will also ask Paul to be sure to contact the chamber and any members who may switch to his service if he leaves Telecom America.

Lee Spencer from Chocorua Village Campground addressed the board regarding the Museum of Family Camping.  The current museum is in Bear Brook State Park in Allentown. Lee would like to see the location changed to a location in this area perhaps in the Routes 16 and 25 area.  The new museum could also cover snowmobiling and CCC.  To cover costs, a kiosk could be available in the museum lobby for connections to area campgrounds and facilities.  Campgrounds could also donate funds to support the museum.  If anyone is interested, please contact Lee at 323-8536 or 707-6069 to help put a proposal together.

Dana Crocker from Mount Madness is asking the board for support to help get his business up and running.  He shared his idea for "The World's Tallest Snowman."  He has plans for a tube park and snowcross for snowmobiles.  He would like to be open for Winter Week.  He is asking for support from the chamber for volunteers (perhaps RSVP) to make phone calls.  He feels there is a great opportunity for activities at his location.  The board suggested he look for investors such as venture capitalists.  Jen offered to meet with him to discuss financial options. Bill will contact Jack Cuddy for information. 

Secretary's Report: A motion was made and seconded to accept the December minutes and accepted unanimously.

Treasurer's Report: Bill presented the treasurer's report. A motion was made and seconded to accept the report and accepted unanimously.

Executive Director's Report: No report as Polly was not present.  

Committee Reports:
Tourism/Brochure - Bill reported he does not have any information on the cost of changing to a color logo at this time.
Economic Development - No report
Travel Center- No report
Marketing - No report
Scholarship -  No report
Membership - New member - Beaver Hollow Campground

Old Business: 
Brochure distribution through CMT.  Frank reported we dropped because no there was no evident benefit.  Bill will follow up.
Discussion of fee schedules was tabled to next meeting.
Discussion of new logo was tabled to next meeting.
Scholarship Account - Bill will contact Jen regarding putting the scholarship money into a CD rather than the money market account.  A decision was made to invest the money ourselves once the NH Charitable Fund source is depleted.
A letter has been drafted to all organizations who will share in the Executive Directors salary distribution and money will be dispersed next week.

New Business:
West Ossipee Advisory Committee - Bill and Henry reported on the purposed roundabout and the impact to the businesses in the area.  Selectmen will be meeting next week and agree no business should be negatively effected. Since funding for the project is currently available, if no decisions are made at this time, there may not be funds available in the future. The proposed Travel Center is in phase 3 and has yet to be approved.  Bill can provide further info. Henry is the chambers representative on the Advisory Committee.  
Jill from Kranky Frankies asked Jen if the chamber was interested in collecting their recyclable bottles for redemption in Maine.  Bill suggested they be collected and stored in storage locker at storage facility until enough for a trip to the redemption center.  Money collected could be used for the beautification project.

Other Business:
Mount Chocorua View will host the Jan After Hours on January 21. 
Brass Heart Inn will host on February 18.

Meeting was adjourned at 10:10 AM




